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Remarks by 
 Hon. Sandra V. Husbands, M.P.

Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade
 on the Occasion the Chinese Ambassador's Award Ceremony  
∞

         Friday, November 23, 2018
Mr. ZOU Xi, Chargé d’affaires of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China to Barbados;
Dr. Qingbao Song and Mr. David Bulbulia – Co-directors of the Confucius Institute;
Representatives from the University of the West Indies;

Other staff members of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China;
Other staff members of the Confucius Institute;
Staff members of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade;
2018 Chinese Ambassador's Awardees;
Specially invited Guests;
Members of the Media;
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Good evening,
On behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, I wish to congratulate all students choosing to pursue mandarin with the Confucius Institute and through the Chinese language class offered by the University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus. 
A special congratulations to the winners of the Ambassador’s Awards for your outstanding performances and a noted appreciation for the Ambassador for rewarding these students. I wish you all a successful completion of your studies.  
The Ministry is pleased to see the continuation of the teaching of Mandarin through the Confucius Institute and the University as well, and acknowledges the working relationship between the Confucius Institute and BIMAP in broadening its academic offerings to the students and meeting the growing demand for knowledge in this field.

Indeed, I must reiterate the view of the Prime Minister of Barbados, the Hon. Mia Amor Mottley, who has expressed a dersire for Barbadians to be bilingual and that Mandarin was one of the preferred languages; and I stand here to reiterate her message and to congratulate all the entities involved in providing opportunities for Barbadians to access language training in Mandarin.
I note the desire of those who have already started to pursue such language training and wish to encourage others to seize the opportunity to learn how to communicate in one of the most popular languages in the world. 

Learning new languages opens up the world to us: it allows for exposure to new opportunities in business and to personal growth; and it allows for deepening cross-cultural understanding to name a few advantages. I wish to see other entities promote the opportunities for language training and would also encourage more people-to-people exchanges to help facilitate the learning process.
I would like to express my appreciation to the Ambassador (in his absence),  the Chargé and staff at the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China and to the Co-Directors, Dr. Song and Mr. Bulbulia, as well as the staff of the Confucius Institute and the Principal and staff of the University of the West Indies – Cave Hill Campus for the continued support and for the expressions of friendship in strengthening the Barbados-China relationship.  
I am assured that with continued cooperation between Barbados and China, we will record more achievements as we go forward and I can confidently pledge the continued support of the Government of Barbados in working to strengthen further our bilateral relations; relations that are based on mutual understanding of and respect for one another, and on the shared aspirations for our people.   
In closing, once again congratulations goes out to all of the awardees and I wish you every success in your future endeavors.

Thank you.
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