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Thank you for your very kind invitation to deliver the opening remarks at this Private Sector Dialogue.  I am pleased to be here and to initiate discussion on the important role that the private sector in Barbados and the Caribbean has to play in the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda for Development.  

In 2015 Barbados along with all UN Member States adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  We pledged as governments to mobilize efforts on behalf of our citizens:
· to end poverty and hunger; 
· to promote good health and well-being; 
· to ensure equitable quality education; 
· to achieve gender equality and empower women; 
· to provide water and sanitation services; 
· to ensure access to affordable clean energy; 
· to promote decent work for all; 
· to build resilient infrastructure and foster innovation; 
· to reduce inequality among countries; 
· to ensure safe, sustainable cities and human settlements; 
· to ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns; 
· to combat climate change; 
· to ensure sustainable use of the oceans, seas and marine resources; 
· to promote sustainable use of our ecosystems and halt their decline and loss;
· to promote inclusive societies and provide access to justice; and,
· to work in partnership to achieve sustainable development.

These goals are integrated and indivisible, and balance the three dimensions of sustainable development – economic, social and environmental. They are all very worthy in their own right and of course should be aspired to by all countries.  But their achievement calls for the investment of significant resources, human, technical, and financial.  It is not possible for government to do it all alone.  Undertaking them will necessitate actions on the part of all stakeholders – civil society, academia, unions, community/social groups, business leaders, and the private sector, to name a few, acting in collaborative partnership to implement a holistic sustainable development plan.

In this regard, the Social Partnership in Barbados has been heralded as a best practice in dialogue.  We, as government, private sector and civil society, sit together to ensure that we have free and frank discussion on issues of critical importance to the country and craft solutions to address those very issues.  

As a small Caribbean island, we are fully cognizant of the imperative for the country to develop in a sustainable manner that will improve the lives of Barbadians in our time, while still ensuring that future generations will also enjoy the patrimony we ourselves inherited.  We recognise that our best hope for achieving sustainable development is through the creation of partnerships. 

The partnership between the Government and the private sector and business community is a critical one.  We believe that it is not enough today for the private sector to focus solely on profits.  They must seek to contribute to the development priorities of Barbados and the region, and to uplift and improve the lives of Caribbean people by incorporating the SDGs into their operations.  By so doing new and innovative initiatives will be created which will increase the well-being of Caribbean citizens and simultaneously increase the productivity and growth of Caribbean companies, which more and more will be required to operate at internationally accepted environmental and other standards.  In fact, the private sector should recognise that they too have to be engaged in the global fight to save the planet, and that they must act locally to adopt sustainable practices and contribute to national development efforts.

This very issue was discussed at length at the CARICOM Heads of Government Intersessional Meeting held in Barbados two weeks ago.  As the country with lead responsibility for the implementation of the CARICOM Single Market and Economy, the Government of Barbados remains committed to ensuring that there is a functioning representative private sector body which articulates its interests and interfaces with the various organs of CARICOM, including the Conference of Heads of Government, to address key matters such as food security, for example, and measures to reduce production and other costs.  

Similar initiatives are also taking place in other regions.  I am aware that the Commonwealth, under the ambit of its Connectivity Agenda, has identified Business-to-Business and business interface with governments as a central component of its activities.

Certainly there are many other areas in which private, and public/private projects could be undertaken aimed at enhancing our development efforts, areas such as: improving water supply methods; developing alternative energy sources; investment in healthcare/retirement institutions; providing scholarships and supporting curriculum development; providing decent work conditions and profit sharing opportunities for workers; beautifying the environment through tree planting; vocational and entrepreneurial training; and,  agri-food projects, to name but a few.

The Barbados Government therefore urges the local and regional private sector to give due consideration to the United Nations Global Compact which encourages businesses worldwide to adopt sustainable and socially responsible policies, and to embrace the stated principles which relate to best practices in the areas of human rights, labour, environment and anti-corruption efforts.  

I therefore welcome the interest of the UN in seeking to launch a sub-regional chapter of the Global Compact in the margins of the UNCTAD XV Conference, and in hosting a side event for business leaders during the Conference.

In concluding, let me thank the United Nations for its efforts to bring the Caribbean private sector on board with the implementation of the SDGs.  This dialogue presents a good effort to make progress in this regard.

I should also inform you that the Barbados government is itself reviewing its efforts to date to implement the SDGs within its development policies.  We will present a report to the United Nations in July that will outline what we have achieved and the challenges we face.  In preparing for this review I assure you that the Government will engage the private sector to ensure that its perspective is fully reflected.
The next decade in the Agenda for Development, 2020 to 2030, has been designated the Decade of Action during which Governments will accelerate their efforts to live up to their commitment to attain the SDGs.  The Government looks forward to building on its partnership with the private sector to be able to do so. 

Thank you.


