UNITED NATIONS

One of Barbados’ first acts as a sovereign state after gaining independence on November 30, 1966 was to seek membership of the United Nations.  Barbados became a Member State of the UN on December 9, 1966.  This act demonstrated that Barbados, despite its small size, was unequivocally committed to a diplomacy of peace and prosperity through international dialogue.  Barbados also recognized the important role that the UN played in guaranteeing the sovereign equality and independence of small states in the international community.  

Multilateralism has become over time one of the cornerstones of Barbados’ foreign policy and, within its rules-based system, it is an essential tool for advancing Barbados’ development, economic, political, security and environmental agendas.  At the UN, Barbados is a strong supporter of the three pillars of the United Nations recognising that development and human rights are indivisible from peace and security.

As a small state, a strong international and multilateral system remains in Barbados’ strategic interests.  The United Nations is the largest such forum, bringing together 193 states from the five main geographical regions of the world, to discuss issues which impact on Barbados’ commitment to build a socially balanced, economically viable, and environmentally sound society, characterised by good governance. 

At the UN Barbados has focused on major international issues and on areas of importance to its national economic development, to the establishment and maintenance of a just society, and to the development of an economic system that is equitably administered and enjoyed.

Priority areas at the UN: sustainable development; climate resilience; environment; renewable energy; disaster management; poverty eradication; promotion and protection of human rights; elimination of all forms of discrimination; Law of the Sea; oceans governance; financing for development; social development, education and health; equality and gender issues; multidimensional security and legal issues.


Proposed Links 

Statements by the Prime Minister 

Statements by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade

[bookmark: _GoBack]Statements by the Permanent Representative of Barbados

United Nations General Assembly: 75th Regular Session, High Level Week September 22 – 29, 2020; Commemoration of the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the UN – Declaration of Heads of State/Government, September 21, 2020

Upcoming Meetings: High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development; Barbados’ Voluntary National Review presentation – July 16, 2020

United Nations Reform/Repositioning of the United Nations System: reform of the Security Council; reform of UN Multi-Country Offices

AOSIS/SIDS/Small States Issues/Caucus of CARICOM Ambassadors

International Cooperation: engaging at the UN with international/regional stakeholders; participation in GRULAC and G77 

